
Whatôs in a name? 

The wetlands in this area have long been a favourite spot for a host of waterfowl. Mallard ducks are 

often the first ducks to arrive in the spring as soon as open water is available. They return in pairs ð 

the mottled coloured hen accompanied by the flashy drake with its bright green head, olive bill and 

blue wing patches. The distinctive markings make the drake easy to identify as it comes in for a 

landing on the ponds.  

The bird sanctuary is located in the Beatrice Wyndham Park. This park and the 

adjoining Beatrice Wyndham Parkway are named after the first woman ever 

elected to public office in Okotoks in 1919. Beatrice was a tireless volunteer, 

serving on numerous organizations including the Okotoks School Board for 12 

years. The park was named by students at Dr. Morris Gibson School during a 

naming contest. 

The Drake Landing area has a wonderful pathway system linking numerous green spaces and parks. 

Munkholm Park (44 Drake Landing Common): Named after the Munkholm family who came to Okotoks in 1905. 

Milton Munkholm farmed the land that is now Drake Landing for 34 years. 

Jones Park (23 Drake Landing Drive): Named after former mayor David Jones who served 1995-98. 

Kennedy Park (16 Drake Landing Way): Named after former mayor Sandi Kennedy who served 1989-95. 

Foran Park (7 Drake Landing Cr): Named after William and Sarah Foran who came to Okotoks approx. 1908, and 

lived near where Riverside Park is located. 

Rowles Park (52 Drake Landing Ridge): Thomas Rowles homesteaded in this area in 1884. In 1900 he built and 

owned the Royal Hotel across from the train station. His son Kanse homesteaded where the business park and Downey 

Ridge are located.  

Lang Park (12 Drake Landing Hghts): Wilfred Lang came to the area in 1889 and farmed a half-section where 

portions of the air ranch and Drake Landing are now located.  

Herron Park (32 Drake Landing Loop): Named after W. S. Herron who came to Okotoks in 1903 to farm. Heôs best 

known for discovering the gas bubbles in the Sheep River near Turner Valley in 1911 which led to the discovery of oil in 

the region.  

Interesting features 

The open green space at 15 Drake Landing Common may look like a simple park, but buried 37 

meters underground are 144 tubes storing solar thermal energy collected from 52 homes in the 

Drake Landing Solar Community. This energy, in the form of heat, is stored in the tubes, and then 

circulated back on-demand through the homes to be used for space heating. This highly efficient, 

award-winning system reduces energy consumption from traditional high carbon sources, such as natural gas, by 90-100 per 

cent, depending on how cold of a winter we experience. The solar panels on the roof of the Drake Landing Energy Centre 

provides 100 per cent renewable electricity for the operation of the energy pumping system. 

                                                                                                                                                            The path that loops around 

                                                                                                                                                                the southern storm pond is  

                                                                                                                                                                  1 km long. Okotoks' 

                                                                                                                                                                  storm ponds pre-treat  

                                                                                                                                                                  storm water so that less 

                                                                                                                                                                  of the contaminants from 

                                                                                                                                                                  your streets and yards  

                                                                                                                                                                  make their way into the 

                                                                                                                                                                  Sheep River. Please  

                                                                                                                                                                  stay on the path and 

                                                                                                                                                                   away from the sides of  

                                                                                                                                                                              the pond. 

 

 If you have a question about the history or features of this 

neighbourhood, send us an email at sustainability@okotoks.ca 
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