
1985 & 
1988

Moratorium 
placed on the
Sheep River 
by AEP

2012-
201920052002

2010
2011 &
2014

2011 2012

AEP placed a hold
on all new requests
for South
Saskatchewan 
River Basin 
water license
requests

Town’s Water
Management 
Plan 
implemented

AEP approves
water license
transfers for 
Okotoks 
totaling
387,655 cubic
metres

Town’s Water 
Management
Plan awarded
Willis Award for
Innovation by the
Canadian 
Association of
Municipal 
Administrators

Town actively 
working with AEP 
to review Water
Act regulations 
(specifically
“return flows”)

The Town
has had 125+ 
meetings with 
the Province, 
neighbouring
municipalities
& other 
stakeholders to 
discuss critical 
water supply 
issue, gain 
support
&/or ask for
assistance to
determine 
water supply
options

X

2013 2015

Town contracts 
BSEI  to complete
water-servicing 
review, identifying
a pipeline from 
Calgary to Okotoks
as the lowest cost
option

AEP denies
Okotoks’ 
application for
Water for Life
funding (to
cover 90% of
pipeline cost) &
again in 2015

Town creates
Okotoks/Calgary 
water pipeline
proposal

X

2017

AEP puts 
all water 
licenses on
hold in the
Okotoks area.
(Okotoks 
has 17 
applications
waiting during 
this time)

X

AEP denies
Okotoks’ 
application for
25-year water
licensing

1999
Calgary 
Regional 

Partnership 
formed

2018
Calgary 

Metropolitan 
Region Board 

formed

2017-
2019

Town 
forced to
pursue other
water supply
options due 
to provincial
regulatory
processes 

?

AEP Decisions

Town Actions

Legend

Population

Population of 
Okotoks is 
~11,644 in 2001

Population of Okotoks is 
~24,511 in 2011, a 110% 
increase in  10 years.

Population of Okotoks is ~29,002 in 2019.  Since 2011, growth has
slowed significantly (<15% increase over 8 years) due to 
development restrictions resulting from the fact that no water 
solution has been found.

1998
30,000 population 
cap implemented

2012
population cap 

lifted; 
annexation 

precess begins

Population o

2014

2012
Town appeals 
development 

along our
 borders

2017
annexation of 
 4,900 acres 

approved

2022-
2025

Foothills Okotoks 
Regional Water 
Project (FORWP)
MOU signed by 
Foothills County &
Town

FORWP Water for 
Life funding
application

2020-
2021

FORWP 
regulatory 
submissions &
tender readiness

$16M Water for 
Life funding
received from the
Province

Construction

Operational 
August 2025


