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Sheep River Cove Skating Area What We Heard Report 
 
The Sheep River Cove Skating Area survey was available from November 9-21. The 
survey link was provided to Sheep Rive Cove residents via a letter that was mailed to 
them from the Parks business centre. A total of letters were sent out. 
 
This report contains survey results and provided comments; a total of 61 people 
participated in the survey. The results of the survey have indicated support (56 yes/5 
no) for creating a temporary skating area in the Sheep River Cove neighbourhood. 
Results also indicated support for the area being used for leisure skating and casual 
hockey (51 yes/10 no). 
 
With this direction confirmed, the Town will be providing the new skating area (11m x 
6m) at the south end of the park at 196 Sheep River Cove (see image below) once 
winter conditions allow (typically late December until late February).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The proposed skating area includes environmental reserve lands, therefore, no earth 
moving or grading will be necessary to provide the skating area. The skating area would 
be approximately 25 m away from adjacent residences. On average, other skating 
areas in Okotoks are 19 m from adjacent residences. 
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8.20% 5

Q2 Do you support the placement of a temporary outdoor skating area at
the proposed location?

Answered: 61 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 61
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83.61% 51

16.39% 10

Q3 If you answered yes, would you support casual hockey activities on the
skating area?
Answered: 61 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 61
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Q4 If you have other comments you wish to provide related to the outdoor
skating area, please do so here.

Answered: 43 Skipped: 18

# RESPONSES DATE

1 As one of the houses directly effected by this we want it to be known that we have no issue
with a leisure skating surface. We are not in favor though of it accommodating hockey of any
sort. If the ice surface is approved we want it to be designed so that playing hockey is NOT
possible as well as signs installed stating that hockey is not allowed. Also, Our insurance
company has stated to us that should hockey be allowed that this is a liability issue for the
town if our home or property were to receive damage due to hockey activities as the rink was
installed by the town and we have clearly stated our opposition to this. We will not be
acknowledging anything that states that the town will not be liable. Nor will we be on the hook
for any deductibles or insurance increases in the event of a claim. We are more than happy to
see the kids outside skating, we just feel this is not the right location for playing hockey.

11/21/2021 8:18 PM

2 I would love for kids of all ages to have a recreational skate. However, if the rink does not 
include some kind of berm and benches in the center of it to make it unusable for hockey, this 
would not be a recreational rink and I would not support it. The hockey players in this area are 
on organized teams and would be using this rink to practice their game shots. I don't believe 
the risk of damage to the neighbouring houses is worth it. 

11/21/2021 2:16 PM

3 I support this for a trial season of winter of 2021-2022 and revisit for the 2022-2023 season 11/21/2021 8:38 AM

4 Hockey, casual or otherwise, will happen whether it is allowed or not. If there is a rink, there
will be hockey. The indication from the parents advocating for a rink is no one will prevent it
from happening. As much as I'd like to see the games off the street along with the associated
damage to property and the distruption, a sports field (say at Big Rock School) is a more
suitable location for a rink.

11/21/2021 6:45 AM

5 In regards to hockey, if there could be designated times for the players over 8 yrs old, to play
casual hockey, with sponge pucks, we would support hockey. Just a thought. The rink should
be for all kids.

11/19/2021 12:31 PM

6 That's a very small rink for the size and number of kids in the area. We walk by this area a lot
and thought it the perfect location, but the rink should be larger.

11/18/2021 10:44 PM

7 I think that this proposal is a super great idea for all of the families, especially the children, in
this area. The kids need to be able to get outside, away from social media, and learn outdoor
team and social skills. Let it happen!!!

11/18/2021 5:50 PM

8 If a smaller ice surface was proposed to be used for younger children's recreational skating, we
may consider it more favourably. We would not be in favour of any type of hockey activities at
the proposed location due to past experience with property damage to others and occasional
noise issues (above and beyond the expected exuberance of outdoor recreational activities).

11/18/2021 5:09 PM

9 What a great opportunity for safe community gathering and development. Keeping hours
reasonable will ensure safety of all!

11/17/2021 9:49 PM

10 I think anything to encourage kids to get outside, fresh air and exercise are great. 11/17/2021 4:16 PM

11 This is a wonderful thing for our neighborhood kids, My only suggestion is make it bigger. Good
on town of okotoks

11/17/2021 3:18 PM

12 I believe it is a good idea for the main reason is that children are putting their nets on the street
and playing there. This would take some of those kids off the street and to the ice surface
proposed. I think it is far enough away from adjacent houses to not cause problems.

11/17/2021 12:11 PM

13 I have no problem with providing an area for people to be active in and enjoy the outdoors as
long as the town is willing and able to "police" it and keep tabs on any issues that may arise
from said usage. For instance vandalism, garbage, parking, damage to homes adjacent to the
ice. Thank you and have a great day.

11/17/2021 10:22 AM



Sheep River Cove Skating Area Survey

2 / 3

14 Great idea! 11/16/2021 8:42 PM

15 Great initiative for our kids 11/16/2021 4:58 PM

16 I feel it should be larger 11/16/2021 11:07 AM

17 We are so pleased that the town put an outdoor rink in the cove last year. We are very hopeful
that the location will be moved to the new proposed location. Our boys would love it and we
would use the rink daily!

11/16/2021 10:03 AM

18 Fantastic idea! Love supporting children playing outside! We need more of this! Thank you
Okotoks!

11/16/2021 9:35 AM

19 Last years location was a great small service for smaller kids if we could do both even better
thank you

11/16/2021 7:49 AM

20 Great idea! Go for it!! 11/15/2021 7:38 PM

21 LOVE THIS IDEA!! Do more for the kids due to covid- they need to have something to do
down here! There are a TON of children in the cove. Love you okotoks! :)

11/15/2021 7:25 PM

22 Please provide a trash can, and benches if possible. 11/15/2021 6:42 PM

23 If possible, provide a trash can 11/15/2021 6:42 PM

24 Great idea. Much needed facility for neighborhood 11/15/2021 9:40 AM

25 I feel it would be great for the kids. Thank you for considering it. 11/15/2021 8:42 AM

26 This is a family neighbourhood where kids should be outside playing as much as possible. Our
kids are all grown up but would have loved for them to have had the neighbourhood rink in that
location! Let the kids be kids and enjoy Canadian winters in their neighbourhood!

11/14/2021 4:59 PM

27 This would be a great placement for the rink. This area is very open and out of the way of
people walking on the nearby pathway. These rinks should be used for casual skating only and
for kids that are learning how to skate. They should not be used for hockey as we have seen
too many kids get hurt by those using a small rink for such activities.

11/14/2021 3:06 PM

28 I think this is an important opportunity to provide free/low cost activities to the youth on our
community.

11/14/2021 2:41 PM

29 The kids absolutely LOVED the rink down here last year behind us at 77 Sheep River Cove.
The older kids played with the younger kids, tag games, hockey, helped with laces etc It was
amazing to have. I do know the people who live around the proposed location may damage the
rink daily as they do not support the rink in that location. They have verbalized the damage
they would do to the rink and that would be so sad for these kids. Either location would be
great in my opinion. Also would help keep kids of the storm pond. Maybe proposed building 2
rinks down here. They would be full every day. Maybe have on leisure and one for hockey.

11/14/2021 12:46 PM

30 I would like to see it where it was located last year. Less kids would have to cross the road to
access it. It could be made bigger by crossing over the path, which is fine because there is a
sidewalk that goes around as well. It was well used in that location and I know that the
neighbours close to the proposed rink in this survey are not keen on it being near their house.

11/14/2021 12:19 PM

31 A very good spot for a rink for the children in the area. Good to provide a recreational facility
for families.

11/14/2021 10:10 AM

32 Last year the residents of Sheep River Cove provided the Town with a petition, advising you of
the want and need for additional recreation in our community. Why are you wasting tax payers
dollars with mailing letters to us all asking this question? Yes. We all want the rink.

11/13/2021 2:41 PM

33 In my opinion the rink isn’t large so casual hockey from kids could take place; it’s better there
than on the road. It looks like the rink is far enough away from nearby houses but it’s a little
hard to tell until its built.

11/13/2021 1:11 PM

34 Thank you for taking the initiative to put in a rink. We look forward to skating on this rink with
our children.

11/13/2021 12:36 PM

35 We've though this to be the best location all along! Hockey should not dominate the space
100% of the time. Allow for casual skaters too. Signage to this effect would help. Bigger than

11/13/2021 12:15 PM
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11x6m would allow for more / mixed concurrent use.

36 Could it be made larger? 11/12/2021 7:01 PM

37 Thrilled to see the possibility of a rink for all the kids in our neighborhood! But please make it
bigger. 😁

11/12/2021 5:04 PM

38 I do not support disrupting the wildlife corridor that runs through this area with a rink at all. My 
family paid a premium price for our home based upon the peace and quiet and nature that is 
the best part of our neighborhood. Those who wanted public recreational activities behind their 
houses had the opportunity to buy a house near the designated areas. There is room for this 
skating rink at the other site already. We will be removing yet another habitat for the foxes, 
deer, ermines, owls etc. 

11/12/2021 5:03 PM

39 I do not support casual hockey as it is not conducive to those who want to just skate or just
learning. Also I do not think an 11x6 meter rink is large enough for the number that would use
this.

11/12/2021 4:47 PM

40 Thank you for providing this survey, we wholeheartedly appreciate it and are hopeful for a rink
this winter!

11/12/2021 3:21 PM

41 It'll be great for the kids in the neighbourhood to have a larger, rectangular rink. 11/12/2021 2:26 PM

42 This is fantastic idea! Much better (and bigger) location than last year. Add some picnic tables
and bbq pits to make it perfect!

11/12/2021 2:04 PM

43 Support this in a big way. Its a great activity for the kids in the neighborhood. 11/12/2021 11:17 AM
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