
Naturalized
Areas

Parks:
403-938-8958okotoks.ca/biodiversity

okotoks.ca/biodiversity

For more information call 
Parks at 403-938-8958

To report illegal activity in parks 
call Municipal Enforcement 

at 403-938-8913

While naturalized 
areas are not mowed 
and manicured like 
other parks, they are 
managed for litter 
control, invasive 
species, and vandalism.  
These park spaces 
contain natural 
hazards.  Please stay 
on the trail  

The Town designates a 
mowed firebreak strip 
behind residences as
required. Please do not 
extend this strip. 

The Town will not spray 
pesticides or herbicides 
in these areas unless 
necessary to 
control invasive 
species. 

Storm Water 
Management 
Facilities (storm ponds) 
are managed as 
natural areas, BUT, 
they have an important 
job to do and are not 
for play.  Storm ponds 
make up part of the 
storm water collection 
system and are 
susceptible to changing 
water levels.  While 
they provide natural 
habitat for wildlife, 
storm ponds should not 
be approached
during any of the four 
seasons. Pond edges 
can have deep mud 
that you or your pet 
could get stuck in.  Ice 
on storm ponds is very 
unstable and 
unpredictable; people 
should stay off.



Please do not:

  plant trees, shrubs, 
  flowers, etc. in naturalized 
  areas, parks, easements, 
  utility right-of-ways or 
  other public lands.

  afix items to trees

  apply herbicide/fertilizer 
  or remove, deface, 
  damage, or harm 
  naturalized areas/parks 
  (i.e. unauthorized pruning/ 
  removal of trees, shrubs, 
  native plants, or deadfall).    

place bird seed or other 
  food for animals.

Wildlife
Naturalized areas provide 
habitats for many animals 
and birds.  In order to 
minimize pet/wildlife 
interaction, keep dogs 
leashed and on pathways.  
Dogs can be off leash in 
designated areas only.

Nesting periods for 
migrating birds is from late 
March to mid-July.  If you 
have a cat, consider 
keeping it indoors when 
birds are nesting.

1. Sheep River 
      Valley                                                                    

How Can I Help the Naturalized Areas? 

Where are the 
naturalized areas in 
Okotoks?

Additional Info
See an interesting bird or other wildlife?  
Report through the NatureLynx app to 
share your findings and to see what else 
has been spotted nearby! Check out the 
Biodiversity webpage for details at: 
okotoks.ca/biodiversity

It is illegal to dump grass clippings, leaves, 
dog waste or other garbage anywhere, 
including in naturalized areas and parks.  
All food, pet and yard waste are accepted 
in the green organincs carts. For organics 
information, visit okotoks.ca/waste-services.

N
at

ur
al

iz
ed

 A
re

as

2. Storm Water
     Management 
     Facilities

3. Wildlife 
      Preserve                    

4. Various 
      Escarpments 
      & Ravines 

Don’t Let It Loose
Never release any fish, 
animals or other live 
organisms into the 
environment. For more 
information visit:
okotoks.ca/dont-let-it-loose

Wildlife Tips
•  slow down 
•  do not feed/approach
•  keep pet food, compost 
  and refuse in an animal-
  proof container
•  do not distribute bird feed 
  in parks/naturalized 
  area
•  use deer-resistant feeders 
  and/or mount feeders  
  over 6 ft and clean up 
  fallen fruit

If you experience an 
aggressive animal incident, 
defined as“chasing or 
kicking a person or pet,” 
call 9-1-1. Once in a safe 
place, contact the Report-
A-Poacher line at: 
1-800-642-3800 and be 
able to report the location 
of the aggressive animal.  
This line is monitored 24/7 
and a wildlife officer will 
determine if further action 
is required.

Why Do We Need Naturalized 
Areas?
Natural Areas are important to 
enhance biodiversity; a key goal of the 
Town’s Environmental Master Plan.  
These areas also benefi t the community 
by reducing chemical applications such as 
fertilizers and herbicides and increase
property value through their natural 
beauty and noise buffering.

What Are Naturalized Areas?
They are non-manicured areas  
composed of vegetation that comes from 
both natural regeneration and intentional 
plantings, usually with native plant 
material.  

Park Access Permits
Need to go through a park to access your 
property?  Fill the form in at: 
okotoks.ca/parks


