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Rebates for Businesses and 
Institutions

Rain Sensor and/or  WaterSense® 
labelled irrigation controller  

Rebate includes the installation of a rain sensor that suspends 
the irrigation schedule during a rain event and/or WaterSense® 
labelled irrigation controller. Sensors/contollers purchased for 
new or existing irrigation systems are eligible.

NOTE 
Installation must be done by a professional irrigation contractor. 
Product spec sheet must be attached to form.

A Town of Okotoks irrigation assessment needs to be completed 
after installation before rebate is awarded. All applicants will be 
contacted to set up an appointment.

A 50% rebate for total cost of purchase up to a maximum 
rebate of $2,000 per property.

Xeriscaping Program 

Rebate provided for pre-approved turf removal, and xeriscape 
landscaping project where minimum 90 m² (or entire turfed area 
if smaller) turf is removed and replaced with drought tolerant 
landscaping. Minimum of 40% of new xeriscape landscape area 
must be plants. All plants must be drought tolerant. If an irrigation 
system is in place, a Town of Okotoks irrigation assessment must 
be booked once landscaping is finished.

NOTE  
Applications will be treated first-come, first-served. Pre-approval 
from the Town is required. Project must be completed within 10 
weeks of project pre-approval. Fully itemized invoice is required 
if using a landscaping company. Please apply BEFORE you’ve 
started your landscape project if possible. Already started? 
Apply anyway, and we can chat about whether or not your 
project is eligible.

Rebate will be provided for drought tolerant plants, soil, and 
mulch, with up to a maximum of $6,000 per property. Labour, 
installation and hardscaping is not included.

Rainwater Harvesting System 

Rebate for systems that include larger residential scaled tank 
systems/cisterns that collect a minimum of 4,546 litres (1,000 
gallons) of rainwater. Collection system expenses such as 
transport piping, debris traps, filters, pumps and installation costs 
are eligible for rebate.

NOTE 
Pre-approval from the Town required. Contact Sustainability at 
403.995.6316 or apply online until September 1st.

A 50% rebate for total cost of installed rainwater harvesting 
system up to a maximum rebate of $1,500 per household.

Xeriscaping Program *NEW CHANGES*

Rebate provided for pre-approved turf removal and xeriscape 
landscaping project where minimum 46 m² turf is removed (90 
m² for multi-residential properties) and replaced with drought 
tolerant landscaping. Minimum of 40% of new xeriscape 
landscape area must be plants. All plants must be drought 
tolerant. New home build landscapes eligible.

NOTE  
Applications will be treated first-come, first-served. Pre-
approval from the Town is required. Project must be completed 
within 10 weeks of project pre-approval. Fully itemized invoice 
is required if using a landscaping company. Please apply 
BEFORE you’ve started your landscape project if possible. 
Already started? Apply anyway, and we can chat about 
whether or not your project is eligible. 

Residential: Rebate will be provided for drought tolerant plants, 
soil, and mulch, with up to a maximum of $3,000 per property. 
Labour, installation and hardscaping is not included.

Apartments/Condominiums: Rebate will be provided for 
drought tolerant plants, soil, and mulch, with up to a maximum 
of $6,000 per property. Labour, installation and hardscaping 
is not included.

Specialty Residential 
Rebate Items

Visit okotoks.ca/WaterRebate for full program details. 
Questions? Contact Environment & Sustainability at 403.995.6316 or sustainability@okotoks.ca

2021  Rebate Program
The Town appreciates the measures residents take each year 
to lower water use during the peak demand periods in summer 
months. Managing our water resources wisely, with your help, 
is important so our community can rely on our water system for 
many years to come. Like many municipalities across Canada, 
Okotoks has an outdoor watering schedule to help us manage 
water supply levels. 

• It’s part of our community commitment to practice responsible 
water use.

• Our community’s demand for water typically increases by 30% 
during the summer months when the Sheep River basin provides 
the least resources.

• While our licensed water supply is sufficient to meet community 
needs, water demand on hot summer days can exceed the 
amount of water the treatment plant can clean and process in 
one day. The outdoor watering schedule functions to balance 
the water reserves available to meet the community’s daily 
needs.

A tool to help balance community supply and 
demand

Outdoor Watering  
Schedule

Outdoor watering can occur only during the following 
hours between  

May 1 and October 31:
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1. Alpine Asters

2. Alpine Sea Holly

3. Anemones

4. Blanket Flower

5. Blue Bird Clematis

6. Blue Oat Grass

7. Blue Sage

8. Cranesbill Geranium

9. Creeping Phlox

10. Daylily

11. Dwarf Joe Pye Weed

12. Feather Reed Grass / 
Karl Foerester

13. Goldenrod

14. Iberis

15. Joe Pye Weed

16. Lamb’s Ear

17. Liatris

18. Oriental Poppy

19. Pasqueflower

20. Peony

21. Periwinkle

22. Pincushion Flower

23. Prairie Sage

24. Rock Soapwort

25. Salvia

26. Sea Thrift

27. Showy Catmint

28. Silver Mound 
Artemisia

29. Snow-in-Summer

30. Spurge

31. Star Flowered False 
Soloman’s Seal

32. Thyme

33. Tickseed (Native 
variety)

34. Walkers Low Catmint

35. Yarrow

36. Yucca

Drought Tolerant Perennial, 
Shrub and Tree List

Perennials



Mulch - Organic and Inorganic 
All forms of organic and inorganic mulch that are used for 
landscaping/groundcover. Organic examples: bark shavings, 
nuggets, wood chip mixes | Inorganic examples: rock mixes

NOTE: Include photo of mulch after it is installed in yard. The 
purpose of the mulch is to provide cover in areas that may be 
turf or bare ground around plants to reduce water use.

Program does not include mulch for areas under structures (decks, 
etc.), in dog runs, or in driveways. Mulch must be permeable; 
non-permeable surfaces such as pavers or patio stones are not 
accepted. Rubber mulch is excluded from the program.

Delivery cost is NOT included. Note that rebates for cubic yard 
bags of mulch include cost of mulch only, not delivery.

Rain Barrels
Residential or commercial rain barrel, any type.

NOTE 50% rebate per rain barrel up to a maximum of $100/
barrel. 

Water Timer
Outdoor water timer that attaches to an outdoor garden hose 
and is programmable to automatically shut off the water flow at 
end of programmed watering period. 

NOTE Follow the watering schedule when using the water timer. 
Monitor the time needed to sufficiently water turf as it requires 
only 1 inch of water per week to thrive.

• Remember that these plants must live in the ground, not in a 
pot/planter.

• Highlight and label the plant items on your receipt; 
this is especially important if you bought other plants that are 
not eligible for the rebate at the same time.

Drought Tolerant Groundcover or Turf
Drought tolerant grass seed, sod and hydro-seed are eligible for the rebate program if they are TWCA-certified and/or composition 
consists of less than 30% of Kentucky Blue Grass. NEW! White Dutch clover is now eligible for the rebate program.

NOTE Proof of composition required. Provide proof of seed mix composition from the bag or provide a turf/seed composition list 
from the supplier.

Drought Tolerant Plants, Shrubs, and Trees
Rebates provided for approved drought tolerant and deer resistant perennial plants, shrubs, and trees. Plants intended for pots/
containers are not eligible.

NOTE Only items listed on the Drought Tolerant Plant list will be eligible for rebate. Picture of plant including highly legible plant 
identifier tag/label, and pictures of garden areas after planting must be submitted. Mulch must be added around new plants and 
shown in ‘after picture’ for rebate to be awarded. 

GeneralAire Water Savor controller for flow-through humidifier system
Rebate for the installation and cost of a GeneralAire Water Savor controller that is installed on a flow-through humidifier system.

NOTE To ensure that your new Water Savor controller will work its best, the installation must be done by a professional. Provide a 
photo of the product spec sheet with your application.

At this time, the GeneralAire Water Savor is the only humidifier controller available that meets the Town of Okotoks water 
conservation requirements. 

Rain Sensor and/or  WaterSense® labelled irrigation controller
Rebate provided for the installation of a rain sensor that suspends the irrigation schedule during a rain event, and/or WaterSense® 
labelled irrigation controller. Sensors/contollers purchased for new or existing irrigation systems are eligible. 
 
NOTE To ensure that your new rain sensor or irrigation controller is working its best, installation must be done by a professional 
irrigation contractor. Product spec sheet must be attached to form.
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Purchasing items in this category will provide you with a 50% rebate on the total cost, up to a total rebate of $200 per household.

Tips for rebate success Tips for rebate success 
For each item that you are including in your rebate application, 
please read the full description of the rebate qualifications online. 
 
Tips for drought tolerant plants:

• Refer to the Drought Tolerant Plant List and the Planting Guide, 
found online, to ensure you are purchasing qualifiying 
plants, and your gardening efforts result in thriving plants.

• Take high quality pictures of the plant(s), including the 
plant label. We need to zoom in close to identify your plant 
properly. 

• After planting, mulch the area with 2 inches of mulch in order 
to prevent water from evaporating. (Note: Proof of mulching 
(shown in photo) is a requirement for plant rebates)

• Take a photo of the plants in their new garden space. If a 
medium to large space was established, take several photos 
of sections of the garden, ensuring that all plants are seen 
in the photos.

Standard Residential Rebate Items

Why do we have a Water Conservation Rebate 
Program? 

Residents making efforts towards reducing water consumption 
are providing a much needed service to the community, 
and deserve to be recognized and rewarded. Our growing 
community’s water-use peaks during the summer months putting 
increasing pressure on the Sheep River to provide water for our 
activities and on the water treatment plant for keeping up with 
our demand. The Sheep River currently provides enough water 
to sustain our Town, but using less water avoids overworking the 
treatment plant on warm days, and helps to maintain a healthy 
habitat for the other creatures who depend on it, especially 
during drier seasons. 

When is the Water Rebate Program offered?

Rebates for the 2021 program are offered from May 1 to 
December 31, 2021 until the fund is fully depleted. All approved 
rebate items purchased from January 1st, 2021 onward that fall 
under the program requirements are eligible!

Who qualifies for the Water Rebate Program?

Rebates are available for Town of Okotoks residents, commercial/
institutional (where noted) property owners, and renters, who are 
connected to the Town’s water distribution system. 

How much money will I get back as a rebate?

Each household qualifies for a maximum total of $200 for the 
calendar year inclusive of ALL qualifying standard item purchases 
made. (Ie. 3 trees are purchased for $400 and 2 rain barrels for 
$300, applicant will get a total rebate of $200)

There are specialty items that are rebated at a separate and 
higher rate than the standard rebate items. These include 
rain harvesting systems, rain sensors/irriation controllers (for 
business/institutional properties only), and xeriscape landscape 
projects.

How to apply for a water rebate

Starting May 1, 2021, you can complete an online application 
form at okotoks.ca/WaterRebate or request paper 
application via email at sustainability@okotoks.ca. If you don’t 
have computer access, Applications and supporting documents 
can be mailed to: Water Conservation Rebate Program, PO 
Box 20 Stn Main, Okotoks, AB, T1S 1K1

Include a sales receipt and any additional required 
documentation with your application form. Items purchased as 
of January 1, 2021 are eligible.Visit okotoks.ca/WaterRebate for full program details. 

Questions? Contact Environment & Sustainability at 
403.995.6316 or sustainability@okotoks.ca

Drought Tolerant Perennial, 
Shrub and Tree List

1. Barberry

2. Bearberry

3. Birds nest spruce

4. Cherry Prinsepia

5. Globe Spruce

6. Golden Flowering 
Currant

7. Gooseberry

8. Honeysuckle

9. Hops

10. Lilac

11. Mock Orange

12. Nanking Cherry

13. Nannyberry

14. Ninebark 

15. Potentilla

16. Rhubarb

17. Russian Almond

18. Saskatoon Berry

19. Silver Buffaloberry

20. Snowberry

21. Spirea

22. Virginia Creeper

23. Wayfaring Tree

1. Amur Maple

2. Bur Oak

3. Hawthorn - Snowbird

4. Hawthorn - Toba

5. Japanese Tree Lilac

6. Juniper

7. Ohio buckeye

8. Pine

9. Siberian Larch

10. Trembling Aspen

11. White spruce

Shrubs

Trees


