Aldersyde CP Station, train and grain elevators, circa 1970.
Courtesy Off the Beaten Path with Chris & Connie.

Aldersyde

Maple Leaf School, built in 1911.

Aldersyde is a hamlet in Foothills County. It was first surveyed in 1906.There are a
couple of different versions of how Aldersyde got its name. The Century of Memories
history book says the name was suggested by J. D. O’Neal after the profusion of
alder bushes in the area. Another explanation says the name was suggested by a
Scottish settler to the district, after the fictitious location in a book
written by Annie S. Swan, in the late 1870s: “Nearly fifty years ago
when I was a girl in my father’s house in Midlothian, I wrote a story
of the border country dealing with Scottish life and character and
named it Aldersyde, a purely fictitious name…” (From an interview with Swan in 1927)
In its heyday, Aldersyde featured a CP train station, post office which
opened in 1907, three grain elevators, numerous stores, boarding
house and residences. The first church was opened in the area in
1902 and operated until 1907. A second church was built in the
townsite in 1911 which served the community until 1946. It was put
up for auction in 1974 and is now located on private land. Children
of the area attended Maple Leaf School located west of the present
townsite. The first school was a wood frame school
that opened in 1903. It was replaced by a brick
school in 1907 which closed in 1953. The school
was dismantled and the bricks were used to build
the community hall in Aldersyde.
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Today the hamlet consists of numerous residences,
a hall and commercial and industrial businesses.
Sources: Century of Memories history book, County of Foothills, and Fencelines & Furrows history book.

Aldersyde today.

