
TOWN OF OKOTOKS
UNENCLOSED DECK GUIDELINES

2013

□ Deck Width: __________ m or   _________feet

□ Deck Length: _________ m or   _________feet

□ Deck Height: _________ m  or   _________feet from grade

□ Floor Joist type and spacing ____________________________

    Framing Details (Example Only) □ Beam size (minimum 3 ply)  ____________________________

  Joist Span □ Post spacing  _______________________________________

Concrete Piers

□ Concrete piers are to be at least 0.25 m (10 inches) diameter

and extend below frost level a minimum 1.22 m (4 feet) below

lot grade Columns must be anchored to piles to resist wind uplift

□ Foundation_________________________________________

Safety Codes Services ▪ Town of Okotoks Box 20  5 Elizabeth St Okotoks AB T1S 1K1 ▪ Ph 403-938-8916 ▪ Fax 403-938-7387 ▪safetycodes@okotoks.ca

         

Unenclosed decks with a floor surface greater than 609 mm (2 ft) above grade

(Decks less than 0.30 m (1 foot) above grade do not require a permit)

Construction within Overland Drainage and Utility Rights-of-Way is not permitted. Please check your Real Property Report for details of any 

Rights-of-Way that may be registered on your property.

Decking
Joist

0.41 m (16")

Stairs

□ maximum 0.20 m  (8 inches);Rise -

minimum 0.21 m (8 1/4 inches)Run -

□ minimum 0.23 m (9 1/4 inches)Tread -

0.61 m (24")Cantilever

0.10 m (4 inch) max spacing Guards

□ Must be non-climable, no horizontal rails, fixed benches or

other items that could provide a foothold located between 

0.10 m - 0.90 m (4 - 36 inches) from deck surface

□ Guard height 0.90 m (3 feet) unless distance from floor to 

ground exceeds 1.83 m (6 feet) in which case a 1.07 m 

(3.50 feet) height is required

□ Guards are required on open sides of stairs over 3 risers, and

must be at least 0.91 m (3 feet) in height

□ No openings in a guard greater than 0.10 m (4 inches)

□ Guardrail and handrail height ___________________________

con't....

3 ply beam

Stairs

Decking
Joist

Concrete Pile

Stairs



Handrail

□ Locate between 0.81 m (32 inches) and .97 m (38 inches)

above stair nosings

Minimum 5.5 m

     (C)

 Setbacks

(D) (A) Sideyard setback    ________m or _________ feet 

7.5 m (B) Between garage and deck _______m or _________ feet 

               (B) (C) Rear yard to deck  __________m or _________ feet 

(D) Rear yard setback 7.5 m (25 feet)  

(Example only  - varies depending on zoning)

         (A)

   Minimum 1.2 m Area

The deck may project into the rear yard setback (D) by 2 m (6.5 feet) (E)

The deck must maintain the rear yard setback of 5.5 m (C) from

the rear property line

The deck area between (D) and (C) setbacks cannot exceed the

 maximum cumulative area of 12m² (129.17 feet²) (E)

(E) 2 m projection

Example Only

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG

1-800-242-3447

Garage

Deck

Dwelling

12m² max

In some cases a Development Permit may be required through Planning Services before any Safety Code

permits are issued.  Contact Planning Services at 403-995-2760, planning@okotoks.ca or refer to the Land Use

Bylaw at www.okotoks.ca

Date

_____________________________
Name

________________________
Civic Address

__________________

This guideline may be updated periodically.  It has no legal status and cannot be used as an official interpretation of the various bylaws, codes

and regulations currently in effect.




